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SUMMER NEWSLETTER 

All the views expressed in this Newsletter are individual and not necessarily the view of the charity or its supporters.  

UK Charity number 207495 

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING  

Our AGM was held on the 

30th May at the Vale 

Douzaine Room at 7.30 pm 

and for once a dry evening. 

 

We were very pleased to see 

a good turn out of members. 

 

The Chairman, Rob, wel-

comed everyone including 

one of our patrons, Nik van 

Leuven, unfortunately 

Colin Fallaize was unable 

to attend.  Rob gave an out-

line of all the activities we 

had undertaken throughout 

the year to raise money and  

the Treasurer, Ron, told 

everyone how the funds 

were doing and what we 

had actually spent money 

raised on, and how we have 

to make a lot more effort as 

a Society to keep raising 

money to benefit our mem-

bers and be able to send 

money for much needed re-

search. 

 

We then went on to the  

elections.  We already 

knew that Ron was stand-

ing down as Treasurer, Liz 

was standing down as Sec-

retary and that Dani was 

retiring from the commit-

tee.  Rob was re-elected as 

Chairman, Ron was 

elected as Secretary, Deb-

bie Smith was elected as 

Treasurer, Liz as Support 

Officer and two members 

of the committee, Tony 

and Hazel were re-elected. 

 

Rob thanked everyone on 

the committee for their 

hard work over the past 

year and then introduced 

our speaker Aindre Reece 

Sherin who is an expert on 

disabled access.  He gave a 

very interesting talk on ac-

cess in Guernsey or per-

haps should I say the lack 

of it. 

 

The evening ended with a 

finger buffet. 

Liz 



 

ANOTHER GUINNESS WORLD RECORD FOR THE 

MS SOCIETY 

Who would have guessed when our past 

Treasurer, Ron, came up with this mad idea 

of doing a Teddy Bear Chain as a World 

Record that we would have succeeded.  

Credit Suisse have taken our charity as 

their charity for the year and they very 

kindly said that they would take on the or-

ganising of this giant feat and a date was 

set for the 27 June and the venue was to be 

Pembroke. 

 

Ron and I were down at Pembroke by 2.30 

to help with the setting up and boy was it 

windy, we had difficulty keeping the chairs 

standing. 

 

People started arriving quite early and they 

all had to be registered, there was a pre-

registered table and another for registering, 

everyone had to have a wrist band as an aid 

to counting.  All was going well and people 

were arriving quite steadily and then the 

heavens opened and boy did it rain, every-

one was soaking wet, but good old Guern-

sey supported us by turning up their droves, 

we knew that we needed to have over 731 

People and teddies.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone had to stand holding their teddy 

in their left hand and holding the paw of  

the teddy next to them, this did take quite a  

bit of organising as there were a lot of small 

children, even some in their prams, but eve-

ryone was very patient and through the 

wind and the rain, Colin Fallaize kept up a 

steady commentary (always could talk the 

hind legs off a donkey!) encouraging peo-

ple to take up their positions and to hold 

them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chain had to be held for 90 seconds, 

which is a long time for a small child, but 

they succeeded and we are now the proud 

owners of another Guinness World Record.   

 

The people of Guernsey deserve a very big 

thank you for turning out in some terrible 

weather and the record now stands at 1,714 

people (and teddies!)   

 

Thank you must also go to the Credit Suisse 

Staff without them we would not have been 

able to hold this event.                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                Liz 

Teddy Bears come in all shapes 

and sizes 

Part of the amazing chain 



MAISON DES LANDES HOTEL : JERSEY 

Several of you will no doubt be aware of 

this Jersey Hotel specially adapted for the 

disabled and subsidised by the Lions Club 

in Jersey.  It is well appointed with a indoor 

pool with disabled access, adapted mini-

buses, and rooms with hoists, ripple mat-

tresses etc. Often it is booked up months in 

advance, but we were recently contacted by 

the hotel to let us know that they  

occasionally had gaps in their bookings 

typically of 2, 3 or 4 days and if someone 

from Guernsey could be flexible and go at 

short notice a discount on the already low 

prices might be offered.  Contact Liz for a 

copy of the hotel brochure and tariff or 

make direct contact with  

Peter Le Quesne on 01534 481683 

HOLIDAYING IN FRANCE 

We received an e-mail from an English 

couple living in France who have con-

verted an old cotton mill on the banks of 

the River Jaudy in La Roche Derrien in 

Brittany. Their main aim is to provide an 

accessible environment where disabled 

people could come and stay, as individu-

als, groups or as a family. They also offer 

hire of equipment, adapted transport, sup-

port workers and much more. 

The Cotton Mill has six light and airy 

apartments, all with level access showers, 

raised toilets, grab rails, wheel under sinks, 

etc the garden itself is also accessible with 

large seating areas, bbq’s, children play ar-

eas etc. 

If you would like further information there 

is a website www.ineedaholidaytoo.com or 

telephone 0033 (0)2 96 91 55 97 also 

freephone 0800 949 6801  

WINE TASTINGS  

 passed their best or should we have one for the road? 

―Wine tastings are so last year‖ someone 

was heard to utter at a recent charities 

meeting.  This particularly learned person 

explained that the idea had been flogged to 

death and had no place in a successful char-

ity’s fund raising plans.  Your committee 

enjoys a challenge, but after our last at-

tempt to stage a wine tasting (price £10 per 

head) failed in miserable defeat we could 

perhaps have been excused for letting this 

sleeping dog lie.  We thought though, with 

a bit of marketing knowhow, there might be 

life in the old dog yet (how’s that for mix-

ing metaphors!).  A plan was hatched to go 

―up-market‖ and we looked for a really 

posh venue.  Thanks to a generous deal 

from the museums people, we plumped for 

Castle Cornet.   

With this dramatic setting, and beautifully 

designed exclusive invitations (thanks to 

Hazel and Andy Kelling) and the fabu-

lously knowledgeable Richard Allisette in 

charge , and a live Jazz combo, a cham-

pagne reception and sumptuous canapés 

courtesy of Sueco, how could we fail? 

 

This was quite a gamble and, if we got it 

wrong we could lose money and waste a lot 

of effort.  In the end though, I’m very re-

lieved to report that we sold all 40 exclu-

sive tickets at £35 per head in a fortnight 

and the event was a terrific success.  The 

Society made a number of new friends that 

night, and added just short of a thousand 

pounds to the charity’s coffers - phew! 

Rob 



 CHAIRMANôS PAGE 

In 2007 we heard that a forum was to be set up to tackle disability issues.  At a meeting 

earlier this year a charities sub group was set up and I am its chairman and Nick 

Humphries, treasurer.   The group is now called The Guernsey Disability Alliance (GDA) 

and has 29 members and its constitution requires 50% of its elected officers be disabled. 

So far, the GDA has; 

1. Agreed one priority for each of its sub groups 

1.1 Access group  - Building control 

1.2 Services group – Housing 

1.3 P.R group – information to educate States Members 

1.4 Law group – Commissioning a report on disability in Guernsey to persuade 

the States to bring in legislation. 

2. Decided to campaign the States to introduce a Guernsey Disability Discrimination 

Act. 

3. Agreed a definition of ―disability‖ which will be put forward to be adopted as the 

Guernsey definition of the term.  It is simply ―Disability is that which excludes, 

block or prevents, people with an impairment, from being included fully within so-

ciety‖ 

4. Persuaded the States to undertake a major review of its web site and information 

systems likely to be used by disabled people. 

5. Been asked to comment on an internal HSSD report about a possible wheelchair 

service 

6. Been asked to comment on a proposed Access guide scheme being considered by 

Commerce and employment. 

7. Persuaded the Social Policy Group to meet with the group to discuss how the 

States can assist with the Alliance’s work. 

Until now, the expectations of Disabled people in Guernsey have been very low and most 

have had no appreciation of how far things have improved in the rest of Europe and even 

in the ―uncivilised‖  world.  Guernsey is staring to wake up to the fact that disabled peo-

ple should have equal rights to enjoy goods and services and not to be treated less fa-

vourably than non disabled people.  With luck, and a lot of work, we’ll enshrine these 

rights in law. 

Rob 


